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“... friendly and good with clients... a very good
all-round advocate who is good to work with and
straight-talking.... a formidable opponent.. his
cross-examination skills are ferocious”

Chambers & Partners 2025

Email: alec.haydon@brickcourt.co.uk

Practice Overview

Alec Haydon has acquired a broad range of experience acting in significant, high profile, high value
commercial disputes involving a wide variety of issues and litigants. At home cross-examining
factual and expert witnesses, arguing points of law or the construction of contractsincluding
insurance coverage issues, or dealing with complex interlocutory applications.

Recognisedin the directories as a Leading Silkin Commercial Dispute Resolution, Civil Fraud,
Banking & Finance and Energy & Natural Resources, he is regularly instructed in cases before the
Business and Property Courts as well as in International Arbitrations under LCIA, ICC and CIA
Rules.

Commercial

Alecisregularly instructedin a wide range of commercial disputes, many of which involve
jurisdictional challenges and applications for WFOs or other injunctive relief. He is recognised as
having good commercial judgment and an ability to identify and focus on the key issues in a case
from an early stage of the proceedings, and see those through trial to judgment. He is highly
numerate and able to isolate the key issues from the detail of complex quantum disputes.

Nordstream AG v Lloyds Insurance Company SA andothers [2026]EWHC 1685 (Comm) -
Representing Insurers at trial in their successful defence of a claim to EUR 579 million in respect of
damage to the Nord Stream 1 pipelines under an All Risks Policy, relying on a War Risks and
Government Acts exclusion clause.

Privatbank v Kolomoisky & Bogolyubov [2025]EWHC 1987 (Ch)- Acting for Igor Kolomoisky, a
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Ukrainian oligarch, defending a claim broughtin London by a large nationalised Ukrainian bank
claimingin excess of USD 2 billion alleged to have been misappropriated while he and Mr
Bogolyubov owned the bank.

Alta Trading (formerly Arcadia) v Bosworth and others [2025] EWHC 91 (Comm) - Broughtin to
lead the Claimants’ counsel team for the 12 week fraud trial involving claims for dishonest breach of
fiduciary duty, dishonest assistance and conspiracy brought by an oil trading company against its
former CEO and CFO and others in connection with the acquisition of oil from state owned oil
companies in Nigeria and Equatorial Guinea.

Candy Ventures SARL v Aaqua BV & Robert Bonnier (2023) - Acting for CVS formulating a claimin
deceit for damages caused by a fraudulently induced investment in Aaqua BV, representing CVS
and Nick Candy.

International Commercial Arbitration

A significant number of Alec’s commercial cases are resolved by international arbitration. Many of
these disputes are confidential and so the parties to recent cases are identified anonymously.

CvS MvS (2023) - Successfully defended a FTSE 100 company in separate ad hoc Swiss
arbitrations from high value claims (in excess of USD 100m) for breaches of licence agreements
and mismanagement of food and beverage outlets.

H v M (2021) - Acted in an ICC Arbitration, successfully obtaining an award for unpaid fees for a UK
based project management consultant from a foreign oil company in relation to a project to
supervise the construction of an oil storage vessel in Korea and Singapore.

AM v KM (2020) - Successfully representing the Claimant in a dispute in the LCIA between two
Russian brothers concerning ownership and control of a Cypriot company with a commercial
property portfolio in Moscow requiring inventive applications to be made for injunctive relief.

E v M (2017) - Successfully obtaining an Award in a CIA Arbitration for payment of a commission to
a company which had introduced a source of funding by way of bond issue.

Civil fraud

Alec enjoys the forensic challenge presented by fraud cases, the strategic issues for both claimants
and defendants, and the opportunities for cross-examination that arise.

Alta Trading (formerly Arcadia) v Bosworth [2025] EWHC 91 (Comm) — Brought in to lead the
Claimants’ counsel team for the 12 week fraud trial involving claims for dishonest breach of



fiduciary duty, dishonest assistance and conspiracy brought by an oil trading company against its
former CEO and CFO and others in connection with the acquisition of oil from state owned oll
companies in Nigeria and Equatorial Guinea.

Privatbank v Kolomoisky [2025] EWHC 1987 (Ch)- - Acted, with other silks, for Mr Kolomoisky
throughout a 10 week trial in 2023 defending a claim brought in London by a large nationalised
Ukrainian bank claiming in excess of USD 2 billion alleged to have been misappropriated while he
and Mr Bogolyubov owned the bank.

Energy

Alec is interested in the science behind energy disputes and enjoys getting to grips with the expert
issues that arise.

Alta Trading (formerly Arcadia) v Bosworth (2024) - Broughtin to lead the Claimants’ counsel
team for the 12 week trial of claims brought by an oil trading company against its former CEO and
CFO and others in connection with the acquisition of oil from state owned oil companies in Nigeria
and Equatorial Guinea.

Apache North Sea v Euroil Exploration [2020]1EWCA Civ 1397 - Acted for Euroil at first instance
and on appeal successfully defeating a claim brought by Apache seeking an excessive contribution
to the cost of drilling “earn-in" wells under a Farm Out Agreement. The case involved the
relationship between terms of the FOA and the Joint Operating Agreement to which Euroil had
become party on acquiring its interest.

Rosserlane v Credit Suisse [2017]EWCA Civ 91 - Led by Helen Davies KC, successfully defended
Credit Suisse at first instance and on appeal from a claim for compensation for the alleged sale at
an undervalue of a company owning an interest in an oil field in Azerbaijan, cross-examining the
expert reservoir engineer.

Skanska v Ecotricity (2017) - successfully deterring a claim against Ecotricity in respect of a failed
wind farm venture at the pre-action mediation.

BG v Talisman & Idemitsu [2015] EWHC 110 (Comm) - acted for Idemitsu in its dispute with BG and
Talisman concerning the distribution of expensesincurred by Talisman in operating a floating,
production, storage and offloading vesselin the North Sea to process crude oil from two
neighbouring fields.

Electrobel International Holdings BV v Teesside Power Holdings Limited - acted for the sellers of
sharesinthe company owning Teesside Power Station defending allegations of breach of
warranty relating to various assets material to the operation of the power station including steam
turbines and a subsea gas pipeline.



Banking and finance

In addition to providing advice to banks and customers on their liabilities under various instruments,
Alec has appeared in a number of interesting cases that have gone to trial.

Privatbank v Kolomoisky (2023) - Represented the former owner of a Ukrainian bank alleging
liability in tort under Ukrainian law for, inter alia, causing loans to be issued in breach of Ukrainian
legislation and the bank’s internal guidelines.

Tecnicas Reunidas v Korean Development Bank [2020]EWHC 968 (TCC) - A case resolving the
relationship between express non-documentary conditions in a demand guarantee and the terms
of the URDG when incorporated by reference.

Rosserlane v. Credit Suisse [2017 EWCA Civ 91] - Led by Helen Davies KC, successfully defended
Credit Suisse both at first instance and on appeal from a claim by a borrower that the bank had
owned and breached a duty of care in exercising its right to force a sale of an asset belonging to
the borrower to realise funds to repay the loan.

Insurance

Nordstream AG v Lloyds Insurance Company SA and others [2026] EWHC 1685 (Comm) -
Representing Insurers at trial in their successful defence of a claim to EUR 579 million in respect of
damage to the Nord Stream 1 pipelines relying on a War Risks and Government Acts exclusion
clause. The case involved issues of construction of an All Risks Policy on the WELCAR form and
incorporated Builders’ Risks terms with substantial expert evidence on market practice in relation
to insurance of fixed and floating assets in respect of war risks, causation of damage and
quantification of repair costs.

Throughout his career Alec has advised on and acted in insurance coverage disputes in the context
of litigation and arbitration with more recent work for Axa and Zurich under Subguard insurance
policies.

Qualifications

1994: Admitted as Attorney to the State Bar of New York, USA.
1993-94: Harvard Law School Cambridge, MA, LL.M.

1993: Called to the Bar of England & Wales.

1989-92: Cambridge University (St. John's College), BA, 1st Class.



Directory Quotes

 "Alec Haydon KC is a much-heralded litigator who acts for both claimants and defendants in
complicated fraud actions involving such issues as asset tracing and freezing injunctions. He
has appeared in a number of substantial oligarch disputes and cases involving claims brought
by banks in Europe and Asia against former shareholders." (Chambers & Partners 2026)

» "He has a first-class brain; he's easy to work with, and he turns work around
quickly." (Chambers & Partners 2026)

» "Alec is a class operator, always focused on the important issues and someone who really
gets into the detail of a case from the outset. He is also a great advocate with a concise and
persuasive style." (Chambers & Partners 2026)

 "Alec is really thorough and not afraid to give his opinion. He won't sit on the fence, which is
great." (Chambers & Partners 2026)

e "Alec is extremely clever, able to synthesise and master hugely complicated facts, and a
fantastic trial advocate. He is also a fantastic leader of a team and a fierce cross-
examiner." (Chambers & Partners 2026)

* "Alec is extremely bright and able." (Chambers & Partners 2026)
» "Alec is great to work with: hardworking, thorough and collaborative.” (Legal 500 2026)

e "Alecis very knowledgeable, responsive, meticulous and down to earth. He is very easy to get
along with." (Legal 500 2026)

¢ "He is very hard working and thinks through every conceivable problem. He is a very quick
worker and produces high quality work quickly." (Legal 500 2026)

* "Alecis a very good all-round advocate who is good to work with and very straight-talking.
He's a formidable opponent.” (Chambers & Partners 2025)

» "Alec is very detail-focussed; he knows every document and his cross-examination skills are
ferocious” (Chambers & Partners 2025)

» “Alecis always straight to the point, cutting in his insight and friendly and good with clients”
(Chambers & Partners 2025)

 "Alec has great clarity of mind and always provides sound advice." (Legal 500 2025)
¢ "A tenacious advocate in court." (Legal 500 2025)

 "Alec drafts beautifully - his concision and ability to focus on what is really important are
impressive. As an advocate, he is always well prepared and not afraid to run difficult points.”
(Legal 500 2025)

 "A classic user-friendly team player barrister, who is very good at joining a team and rolling his
sleeves up." (Chambers & Partners 2024)



 "Alec Haydon is not afraid to pin his colours to the mast. He is very user-friendly and thinks
deeply about things." (Chambers & Partners 2024)

 "Alec is exceptionally hard working and on top of the detail. He combines excellent tactical
awareness with calm and authoritative advocacy.”" (Chambers & Partners 2024)

e "He is very bright and calm, and able to forensically dissect the facts of a case." (Chambers &
Partners 2024)

» "Alec has all the detail of a case at his fingertips." (Chambers & Partners 2024)

e "He's a very good advocate. With a very sharp and analytical brain, he's excellent." (Chambers
& Partners 2024)

e "Alec is exceptionally practical and easy to work with. His instincts are right but he also delves
into the detail and provides a perfectly crafted succinct response." (Legal 500 2024)

 "Alec has fantastic attention to detail and is highly focused, with great skill in absorbing
complex information and identifying the key issues." (Legal 500 2024)

* "Heis very calm in a crisis, leaves no stone unturned, and is impressive on his feet." "He has
excellent attention to detail and a laser ability to assimilate information and focus on what
actually matters to achieve the best result for the client." (Chambers & Partners 2023)

 "Alec is extremely sharp, astute and has an incredible eye for detail in complex cases." "He is
commercially and tactically aware." (Chambers & Partners 2024)

e "He is very thorough, leaving no stone unturned to give clear and practical commercial
recommendations." (Legal 500 2023)

» "Alec has a formidable intellect. He has excellent forensic skills and leaves no stone unturned
in investigating and assessing a case. His advocacy skills are superb and he skilfully
prosecutes his client's case." (Legal 500 2023)

» "Great to work with, very thorough and always on top of the details." (Chambers & Partners
2022)

* "He is technically excellent, responsive and a pleasure to work with." (Chambers & Partners
2022)

» "He is precise, focused and decisive - exactly what you want." "He is very hard-working: he
rolls his sleeves up and gets into the detail, and he looks at matters from every angle."

(Chambers & Partners 2022)

» "Very intelligent and robust, a good team-player and a very effective advocate.” (Legal 500
2022)

* "He has a lot of flair and he is someone who judges respond well to." "An effective and well-
prepared advocate."(Chambers & Partners 2021)

* "He is organised and effective." "A really bright guy - his written work is excellent." (Chambers



& Partners 2021)

"Very thorough and commercial. A notable new silk in the energy practice area." "Very
impressive." (Chambers & Partners 2021)

"He is outstanding — extremely sharp and quick, all over the papers, and always on call and
responsive." (Legal 500 2021)

"He is very good on the construction of various contracts and is a commercial and efficient
barrister." (Chambers & Partners UK & Global 2020)

"He is excellent - he really rolls up his sleeves and gets stuck into cases." "Demonstrates
excellent technical skills and a strong grasp of all issues." (Chambers & Partners 2020)

"Displays fanatical attention to detail, making sure every stone is turned over and examined.

During the case he has the ability to keep all the balls in the air." "Exceptionally responsive,
thorough and hard-working." (Chambers & Partners UK & Global 2020)

"A lethal cross-examiner and a joy to watch - fun to work with and clients love him." (Legal
500 2020)

Puts clients at ease in conference, and talks to them on their level." "He has extremely good
analytical skills, and he's quick to grasp complex factual situations." (Chambers & Partners UK
& Global 2019)

"Bright, diligent and someone who plays his cards right in order to get the right result." "His
oral advocacy is very strong and he's an excellent tactician." (Chambers & Partners UK &
Global 2019)

"Very bright." "A very good strategist and a robust advocate." (Chambers & Partners 2019)

"A very highly rated junior commercial silk who is clearly going places." (Legal 500 2018-19)
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