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Practice Overview

Sir Paul is a New Zealander who joined what is now Brick Court Chambers in 1980 and practised at
the bar of England & Wales, specialising in commercial law and in public law.

His commercial work included shipping, insurance and re-insurance, banking, international trade
and arbitration.  He appeared in the House of Lords, Privy Council, Court of Appeal and the High
Court (in the Commercial Court, in what is now the Technology and Construction Court, and in the
Administrative Court, as well as in the Chancery Division). He frequently acted as counsel in
arbitrations, and regularly acted as arbitrator in disputes involving the Lloyd’s insurance market.
From 1994 to 1996 he took sabbatical leave to teach at Victoria University of Wellington, New
Zealand, where he was director of the NZ Institute of Public Law.

Shortly after his return to the UK he was appointed counsel to the BSE Inquiry. During the Inquiry
he took silk, and after some years in practice as a QC and a Recorder he became a judge of the
Queen's Bench Division of the High Court in 2004. He was a judge of the Commercial and
Admiralty Courts from 2006-2019, conducting trials in a wide range of cases involving shipping,
banking, insurance and other aspects of commercial law as well as criminal law and public law.

In 2007 he gave the High Sheriff’s Law Lecture at Oxford University, Can justice be fair? He was
President of the Administrative Appeals Chamber of the Upper Tribunal 2009-2012 with
responsibility for 18 full time and over 100 part-time judges and members UK-wide, dealing with
second-level appeals in social security, war pensions, mental health, care standards, and special
educational needs and disability. In 2009 & 2010 new jurisdictions were added including appeals
from traffic commissioners, and appeals concerning claims management, immigration services,
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and freedom of information. Throughout this period the AAC also had responsibility for appeals
from the Independent Safeguarding Authority and for judicial review cases concerning criminal
injuries compensation along with certain matters transferred by the High Court. From 2010 to 2012
he was Chairman of the Tribunal Procedure Committee: this involved almost every aspect of
tribunal work, including public consultations and rule amendments on new jurisdictions and on
“Fresh Claim” judicial reviews in immigration cases and fees in immigration cases.

Sir Paul’s publications include contributions to law books and journals, Studies in Insurance Law ,
1996 (edited with S. Rogers), Commercial Regulation and Judicial Review , 1998 (edited with J.
Black & P. Muchlinski), and  Supperstone, Goudie & Walker on Judicial Review , 3rd edn 2005 (joint
editor).

Arbitration

Sir Paul Walker accepts appointments as an arbitrator.

Education

St Peter’s College, Adelaide, South Australia; Magdalen College, Oxford (BA in Law 1977, Bachelor
of Civil Law 1978)

Appointments

Appointment to the High Court: 2004 (Commercial and Admiralty Court judge 2006 to 2019).

Member of Advisory Board, British Institute of International and Comparative Law, 2001–.

Fellow: Arbitrators and Mediators Inst., NZ, 1994-

Membre du Comité Scientifique, Journal de Droit Comparé du Pacifique, 2012-

Borrin Fellow, Victoria University of Wellington, March 2013.

Lecturer in Law, Ealing College of Higher Education (now University of West London),
1978-1980; College Lecturer (part-time tutor), Magdalen College, Oxford 1980-1984.

Arbitrator, Lloyd’s Modified Arbitration Procedure & Lloyd’s Arbitration Scheme, 1988
onwards.

Senior Lecturer in Law, Victoria University of Wellington, 1994–96 (Director, NZ Institute of
Public Law, 1996).

Counsel to the BSE Inquiry, 1998–2000.
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